me to help her mother. We found the
woman unconscious under a roof beam.
We tried to lift it off of her, but it was
too heavy and the fire was coming.
Finally I had to apologize to the woman
and the girl and left them. These
memories are painful to me...
After the war, I returned to the city of
Tokushima and spent almost a year in
recovery. One day in August, I heard
the city was going to have a dance
festival. I couldn't understand why
anyone would want to dance. I knew
about this festival – how for years the
leaders had banned it or tried to make
it as insignificant as possible. Traditionally it had taken place at the time
of bon, when the spirits of the ancestors return to their homes. But I felt the
ancestors had surely left Japan never
to return; and why would they? Before
the war the leaders didn't like the
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people dancing, but now after the war
they wanted us to dance. What fools. I
felt angry and with a scarf to cover my
scarred face, I went to go watch the
dancers. There were many people
gathered, but there was no spirit in
their dancing. I watched thinking what
fools they were – what fools all of us
were. I took one of the shamisens and
began to play it maniacally. I shouted
out at them: “You are fools! We are all
fools!” Suddenly many of them were
dancing around me and we started off
through the streets shouting at everyone that: “Fools are dancing and fools
are watching too. Both are fools, why
not dance!” Soon there were thousands
of us dancing. We danced for three
days. I don't remember the exact moment it happened, but my anger left me
and never returned...but the bomb's
touch...I would never stop feeling that...
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